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Sir: ^ 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please ente r the following amended claims: ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
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1. (Amended) A purified metalloprotease, comprising an amino acid sequence 
represented by amino acids 213-583 of SEQ ID N0:1, or an equivalent of said metalloprotease, 

\ wherein said metalloprotease has aggrecanase activity. 

2. (Amended) A purified metalloprotease, comprising an amino acid sequence 
represented by amino acids 1-583 of SEQ ID N0:1, or an equivalent of said metalloprotease, 
wherein said metalloprotease has aggrecanase activity. 

3. (Amended) A purified metalloprotease, comprising an amino acid sequence 

selected fi-om the group consisting of an amino acid sequence represented by amino acids 1-950 
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